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Fish train left this town behind 
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PENSAUKEE — The fish train 
doesn’t roll through here anymore. 

Residents who saw Pensaukee when it 
flourished say tough state regulations 
and pollution hastened the decline of 
commercial fishing here and transformed 
the bustling Oconto County community 
on Green Bay into a quiet place to live. 

But many of the old-timers are content 
to stay and Pensaukee draws young fam¬ 
ilies who like its woods, fields and river. 

_ Krista Sohr- 

weide, 14, 4115 
Pensaukee 
Bayshore 

Road, and Nikki Stoegbauer, 14, 4153 
Pensaukee Bayshore Road, like to walk 
along the railroad tracks and the Pensau¬ 
kee River during their free time. 

"I wouldn’t be cooped up in the city,” 

Sohrweide said. 

The girls relaxed at a playground re¬ 
cently, enjoying the sun and musing 
about cloud formations. An old school 
their parents attended was within sight. 

Family ties are strong here. 

"Everybody on my street is related — 
grandpas and grandmas or cousins or 
something,” Sohrweide said. New fam¬ 
ilies are here as well, providing plenty of 
baby-sitting opportunities for the girls. 

Pensaukee started out as a logging 
community in 1827 and flourished in 
competition with Suamico, Oconto, Pesh- 
tigo and Marinette, historical accounts 
said. It had a general store, post office, 
tavern, saw and shingle mills, and a dock 
for sailboats hauling lumber to Chicago. 

A tornado in 1877 destroyed much of 
the community, leaving six dead and 32 
injured. Pensaukee’s logging industry 
never rebuilt, and commercial fishing be¬ 
came a community staple. 

Albert Hansen, 4143 Pensaukee Bay- 
shore Road, and Francis "Wimpy” 

Swaer. 4146 Pensaukee Bayshore Road, 
were in the commercial fishing business. 

Swaer was a fisherman, and Hansen 
worked at the local fish house. 

Herring and whitefish made up most of Tiring activity: Nikki Stoegbauer, 
the catch in the 1940s and ’50s, with 
perch fishing picking up in the last 40 
years, they said. The business was tenu¬ 
ous. 

"Fishing always had its highs and 
lows,” Hansen said. "You’d have a feast 
and then the next year you'd have noth¬ 
ing.” 

Fishing reached its peak during World 
War II and gradually dropped off, the 
men said. Pollution and stiff quotas set 
by the state Department of Natural Re¬ 
sources further weakened the trade. 

Today, only a handful of commercial 
fishermen live and work in Pensaukee. 

"They (the state) have gradually just 
taken away and taken away and made 
the laws so tough they took their liveli¬ 
hood away,” Hansen's wife. Dorothy, 
said. 

Recreational fishing is still popular in 
the bay and river, she said. 

The railroad saw quite a heyday in 
Pensaukee in the 1940s and ’50s. before 
the automobile killed all but the freight 
service, residents said. Trains brought 
passengers, mail, even the weather re¬ 
port into the community. The fish train 
arrived daily to pick up the fresh catch 


14, daughter of Patrick and Joyce 


Stoegbauer, swings on a tire at a 
Pensaukee park. 
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The Pensaukee file 

□ Population: About 100 

□ Five star: Gardner House in Pensau¬ 
kee was considered one of the finest ho¬ 
tels north of Milwaukee in the 1860s 

□ Day trippers: People often took the 
train and spent the day or night in Pen¬ 
saukee during the 1940s and 50s Some 
arrived in the morning stayed until the 6 
p m. train left Groups also took the eve¬ 
ning train to Pensaukee. partying all 
night at the dance hall before returning 
on the 5am train 


“Everybody on my street is 
related .. 

— Krista Sohrweide, 14 


and take it to Chicago, New York. Bos¬ 
ton, Philadelphia and Detroit. 

Don Drollette. owner of Don's Bar. 
4168 County SS. is a lifelong Pensaukee 
resident. He said most residents today 


work in Green Bay. Oconto and Oconto 
Falls. They shop mostly in Green Bay, he 
said. 

Drollette sees a fair amount of local 
folks in his small bar. he said. 

Pensaukee Days were held for about 
six years in the 1970s. but the event lost 
steam and the blacktop playground area 
built for it now- is the site of neighbor¬ 
hood basketball games. 


■ Next week: Kolberg in Door County 







Train talk Albert Hansen, left, looks over an 1672 
railroad depot freight book with neighbor Francis 
“Wimpy" Swaer at Hansen s Pensaukee home 


On a roll: Don Droliette took over Pensaukee s 
only remaining bar. Don s Bar about 20 years 
ago from h«s parents 













